The role of public policy in health care market change.
Market forces appear dominant in the transformation of health care systems across the United States. However, in many markets public policy remains an important factor--guiding, facilitating, and in some cases prompting change. This paper reviews how the debate over health care reform acted as a catalyst in local health care financing and delivery systems, and how other public policy tools are affecting the fifteen markets studied in the Community Snapshots project. We then discuss prospects for public policy in the near term and the longer term, using two scenarios to illustrate possible future roles.